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any rate, we later heard that the Government had sent a liaison
officer to the front to try to control these indiscriminate bombing
operations, and we were told from various sources (it was even being
discussed at the Tokyo Club) that it was our representations, on
account of the method used, that had impressed the Government,
The Japanese, with all their military ruthlessness, are a sensitive
people and there can be no doubt that methods of approach
are more important here than in any Western country. These
things have to be learned by experience, long experience. Table-
thumping is absolutely useless here and would defeat its own object.
We have analysed the changes in the cabinet. They indicate a
realization that Japan is in for a long pull, and for the first time
since the beginning of the hostilities a war-time psychology and
economy are being created which remind us of the old war days in
Germany. Food is not yet much interfered with but many materials
are now to be taboo to the public, including leather, so that shoes will
no longer be made and the people will be encouraged to return to
the old wooden geta. At last they are really digging in. Golf balls,
being made of rubber, are prohibited, and I foresee a dwindling if
not a termination of golf in the not distant future, with probably all
or most of the courses eventually closed. That, if anything, will bring
home to many Japanese that their country is really at war.
JAPAN AND RUSSIA CLASH, BUT AVOID WAR
August i, 1938
The chief development in July was the Soviet-Japanese fracas at
Changkufeng on the Soviet-Manchukuo border, in which the Soviet
forces occupied a strategic hill in disputed territory and, according to
local reports, the Japanese drove them back again with considerable
casualties on both sides. Similar incidents have been occurring in
that general region periodically during the past six years, ever since
we came to Japan, but this particular incident seems to have been
more serious than usual and reminded us of the trouble over the
islands in the Amur River last year, when the Japanese appeared to
be trying out the Soviet strength. In the present case it may be that
the Russians were testing the Japanese strength and determination,
or they may have staged the incident in order to draw Japanese
troops.away from the drive on Hankow, with a view to co-operating
with the Chinese. If this was their purpose, they seem to have been
at least partially successful, for considerable troop movements to the
north are reported, and Japan can now hardly afford to omit pre-
paration for any eventuality in that area.
Being convinced that the Soviets do not want war with Japan at
present, and equally convinced that the Japanese cannot now afford
any such venture, I was not greatly perturbed by the incident and
felt from the beginning that it would be localized. General Ott, the
German Ambassador, who has close relations with the highest Japanese

